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0:00:00.3 Andy Stanley: Last spring, and depending on when
out of COVID yet again... We keep coming out of it, and t

minute, [ was so grieved and S0 disappointed, and I would e
was just embarrassed by the behavior and the language of se

of the political aisle. I lean right, politically,
them are actually my friends, and I was just...
a book. And that's not normally how I
bit, and then it got longer and longe
message, and maybe this is just
that they, we... "

re kind of supposedly my people, and some of
In fact, I was so bothered by it, I decided to write
just have to at least get my... I have to rant a little
er, I said, "Hey, I just feel like | have a

ristian leaders and pastors specifically. I think

ap me, I'm not gonna have your hand arrested. I'm gonna
have all of you arreg i the body." So this can't just be me pointing my finger. It's
like, "Hey, we 4 ) anyway, the book came out this week. It's called "Not In It To

Win It", and - e I'm super sensitive to this.
0:01:41.7 7 of one of our Atlanta area churches, our network of churches anywhere, you
do not need tc not need to buy this book. You do not need to read this book because for the

s, you have lived the content of this book, and you've modeled this, and we've talked most
ing that's in the book. We've talked about... There's a few extra things in there, but for the

said here first. So sometimes people wanna talk to me about a specific topic, and I think, "You know what, I've
alked about that in church. No, I don't wanna talk about that in media." So that's a really, really big deal to me.

and not just modeled for the Christian community, but for churches all over the country. A couple of weeks ago, we had
3500 church leaders from all over the country and different parts of the world, and I just bragged on you. I said, "Hey,
this is how we've managed the last two and a half years, and it's not been perfect. Of course, we're not gonna get it
perfect. But we feel like we've stayed between the guardrails of what we've been called to do as a local church, a group
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collection of local churches as our nation gears up for another round of... I don't
Because it just... It's about to get politically crazy again. And that's okay. And
I love all that stuff like some of you do. Some of you hate it, you just want i
national pastime. It's a great thing that we have free speech, which gets a
not sure it should be so free. But hey, it's way better than the alternativ:
Christians, as Jesus followers, we have a specific responsibility that we
held and strongly held political views. So throughout 2020 and

continued to stay together and people still criticized me
your church." I'm like, "We were not shut down. We just did

e church, and there were people in our various churches, I've talked about
oliticize the Citarch and get up, take a stand, and people left our churches.

ere. She would tell you, any time I got any kind of information, direct message, email, direct...
e church that we're leaving, they're mad, my assistant Diane would look up their numbers,
5 been. And I called every single person who said they were mad at me or mad at the

had conversations. And they all started the same way, "Is this really you?" I'm like, "It's

" That's how it started. And it always ended friendly. I made sure it always ended friendly. I'm like, "Okay, so
ot leaving the church because of theology or music or student ministry, you're leaving... You're not even leaving
2 of something we're doing, you're leaving because of something we refuse to do. And if that's why you're

en we will miss you. I hope you'll come back, but we're not gonna... " So because... The feeling was that we
to political pressure. And in the state of Georgia, specifically, our governor didn't impose political pressure
on churches, but when our church and some other large churches suspended Sunday morning services, he was very
grateful because a church like ours, or large churches could be super spreaders.

0:07:24.8 AS: So anyway, so some people left and some people have come back. And again, I tried to keep those
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conversations friendly, but it was disappointing. And personally... And don't send me sympathy
personal part, and maybe you're in this camp, is the people I talked to, they just didn't believe me.
that we actually suspended our services, and they didn't believe that we weren't more political beca
gave. It was like, "No, no, there's something else to it." I'm like, "No, that's it. There's n

ns to the uncertainty
give us away. Our reaction... And you watch people's react out a person, you learn
a lot about yourself. Our reactions give us away. So this is s i i as we move on. Our
actions... Our actions don't tell the whole story. You've heard
r reactions to circumstances and
things around us certainly tell the whole sto istians' response to the political,
social and economic and health crisis of '20 an i hristians and these church leaders, what has
actually been true all along. It didn't ¢ i i sed it. And this sounds critical, and I am being

etoric, [chuckle] and all those faith claims, there is actually a bit of a
hidden agenda, an agenda th church have suspected all along. People outside the church suspect
that we're just like people outsi ing that drives them drives us. And the same thing that
drives every ideologica And at the end of the day, their suspicion is, and

.8 AS: Whenever the body of Christ in general, or a local church, loses or loses sight of its Christ-ordained
=, we in fact become a self-fulfilling prophecy. We lose the very thing that so many Christians feel like we need
order to maintain. But we're not here to win anything, and the church isn't here to win anything. And yes,

culture wars, and we are certainly not here to win elections. So in 2021, church leaders, and this was happening on both
sides, the left and the right... This was the most amazing part to me, where I wanted to call some of my friends and go,
"What are you thinking?" Okay? Churches alienated half the souls... [ mean, if the church is all about reaching people,
reaching souls for Jesus, I'm gonna use some old-fashioned language, churches on the left and the right alienated half
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the souls in America through their un-Christ-like behavior and rhetoric and political fear-based
probably way further than I need to go, but I just kinda say this to you. Don't tell anybody I share

the right and the Christians on the right and the pastors on the right. And I wante
guys on the right, so you think most of the Democrats are lost and going to hel
them the mission field?"

[laughter]

0:13:22.2 AS: "And everything you're doing in your church say t you don't
come." Then I wanna go to the left and say, "Wait a minute... e, ooh, and say,
"Look, you think all the people on the right are... Certainly, sus, they're just

playing a game and they're lost and going to hell? Well, ar
alienating half the people in America because of political vi
church to do and church to be, and consequently, we are divi ing... We'll talk about this a little bit
next time.

0:13:58.9 AS: The one thing Jesus was
our music or how we baptized or how

came to future church was not our theology, or
. He said, "The unity of my people is ultimately
om God." So, the last couple of years, I feel

exactly what the Apostle Paul warned first century

this is unrealistic for us, what I'm about to show you, you

in the first century. He said this, "Do everything without

. erican. Grumbling and arguing is how... That's how you know

I'm an Ame 0 unpatriotic is this? Do everything without... And the assumption

behind thig is... i ere was something to grumble and to argue about. So Paul, come on,
- g and our way? What's the win in that? He says, "Well, I'm glad you asked. So

ildren of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation." So, kinda

ooked generation." He says, "Hey church, I've got some good news for you. You have the potential to make all
=rence in your warped and crooked generation, but you're not gonna make any difference by grumbling and

how crazy this sounded in the first century. He said, "If you get this right, then result... Then... " This is amazing. "Then
you will shine among them like stars in the sky. Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky. The contract will
be so apparent, and the contrast will be so evident, people will stop and stare." Well, thanks for the last two and a half
years for a variety of reasons, the church has lost some of its shine. And Christians have lost... We've lost some of our
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shine. And I say, "We'll get it back."

"AS, the people in my church have lost their minds." [chuckle] I'm like, "I know.
well." And, again, they said the same thing I said a minute ago, and they're sayi

what it costs us along the way." To use Jesus' words, [ mean... Okay, Pa
are too, we are too... " He's talking to his first century followers.

0:18:10.0 AS: "Let our light shine before others that they
differentiation, that there might be a contrast, that they ma
inside, but see something on the outside and glorify Our Fat .
churches went to war with state and local governments [chuc i o meet shoulder to shoulder in

rec1rculated air durrng a pandem1c And you know what it left.. i ery state's different. Every church

might be... See a
at we think on the

here's the problem and here's where you ot 1 rstand. We are committed to being an outward
facmg set and group of local churches : we gotta get back at it," they left the

church will suffer irreversibl i eet shoulder to shoulder every seven days. Oh my goodness, the end
has come, the Church cannot... i we can't meet shoulder to shoulder in buildings with
recirculated air every seve . . "Do you know how fragile that makes the church sound?

e, when Jesus was clear "I'm gomg to establish my Ecclesra and the gates of hell aren't
' Rome didn't shut it down. The temple didn't shut it down. Communism didn't shut it

s? You're in the water, okay? If you're just like, "Oh, I gotta grab the sides," you're wet, okay? You just don't do
t? And so watching all this fear, all this panic, I'm like, "What has happened to us and them?" I told you, it's

[laughter]

0:20:54.7 AS: Social media, watching pastors and Christians, and maybe some of you, right? Demonize and criticize by
name people you've never met. People you don't even have access to. People we don't even know. Okays, this is
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and some of your grandkids and some of you... We confirmed what the next generation suspected
we don't actually believe what we claim to believe. Demonizing people in the other political party,
exercise in virtue. Now, if you're not a Christian, have at it, right? There's no rules for y,

mean, just have at it. It's entertaining, okay?
0:21:44.7 AS: But come on, if you are a Jesus follower, and if you are a pa

spiritual development of people, you have no business participating in a
and even if you are right, because Jesus spoke to these matters and sp

standing up for the truth, we're not gonna be intimidated, we're demandi s rights, we're
fighting the good fight, we are in it to win it... " Which honestly being, that
sounds good to me. That appeals to me. We're gonna win. We're onna stand our
ground. We're gonna argue, it sounds good. Until you foll ntil you follow the
Apostle Paul from Greece to Jerusalem to Rome. Oh oh. S i s pathetic as it sounds

and as passive as it sounds, the church is not here to win.

, Wi rpose. And we are His body. So like
our Savior, if you're a Jesus follower, if you're atever, if you're just a Christian who likes to
believe things and not do anything, ha ' | st believe stuff and act like everybody... No, you
ite, ri t? But you are. | mean, Jesus put it this way,
"Hey, anybody who hears these
'em... " He says you're like so r house on the sand 1t's not gonna do you a bit of good, the doing is
hy Jesus said, 'l want you to let your light shine in such a way that

ks and look up and shine."

0:23:57.7 AS: So li ior, we in thi anything, we're in it for something else entirely, and then...

, and I know I'm kinda preaching to the choir, I just don't want us
bout to get ain, right? When we allow our faith, and this is true of you as an

r faith, or we group, when we allow our faith to be subjugated to our political party
wopted by our political party of choice, we lose our voice, we lose our direct

e nation that we love suffers, because Jesus didn't come to win the way that we define
nd he invited us to follow Him with a different win.

: The Apostle Paul certainly understood it, right? The Jesus followers in Antioch... We'll talk about this
etime next week, the Jesus followers in Antioch... This is amazing, they were called Christians, like you
all somebody a bad name, they were accused of being Christian. Wouldn't that be great to be accused of being
an? Let's bring that back, right? They were accused of being Christians because it was so evident they weren't
aesar and they weren't following the governor, they were partisans of a different king, they understood it,

¢, rood it and it, the gospel chases the thing I don't want us to lose sight of that historically is undeniable. It
changed the world. It changed... The gospel changes communities. It changes families. It changes cultures. Most of us
would say, "Hey, it changed my life." Now, to be clear, I'm not advocating that we withdraw from the political process,
just the opposite, you should be more politically involved, everybody should vote, I mean, what a stewardship of
opportunity we have, and we aren't ruled by Caesar. We are we the people. Any time you have an opportunity to vote,
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your law of Christ-informed conscience, you should vote. Some of you need to get involved in 1
politics, maybe national politics, who knows? So lean in to the process, okay?

and our approach must reflect that of our Lord. Our posture, our tone an
have the freedom to choose whether or not you follow Jesus, but you
like, sounds like, acts like or reacts like, because that has been prescribe instructions are
on the label. Now, in his letter to Christians, the crazy church in i i win. He uses
the word win. Okay, he uses... There is a win, but it's not the wi

world defines win. He says there is a win and he tells us w

0:27:30.1 AS: Now, he's the ultimate church planner. He's

cultures and not just talking about Jesus, but asking them to al s 1mp0551ble to imagine, he's asking
them to abandon their entire... Not their rehglon their entire w g Gentiles to think differently
about everything and everybody So here's iti it is so passive, it couldn't possibly work. FYI, his
lame ideas along with Jesus' lame ideas and pa couldn't work ideas, shaped western civilization.
It's why every woman with a car shoul s, "I love Jesus," whether you are a Christian or
not, because he elevated the dignity i , i child, every single person, it shaped Western

civilization. And how did he do i
kingdoms of this world, anythi
invited us to follow. Here's t proach, it's disturbing, but remember this, it worked. He says this,

0:28:53.9 AS: No figuratively, remember, he's writing in a time when the entire
economy of the 3 aves, the ability of slaves to function and the ability to purchase
slaves. And , including Paul, every single person, except for just a handful of
people, w. t ethnic slavery, it was poverty slavery. It was, "Hey, my husband died"

avery, it's, "I didn't have any children to support me" slavery, everybody

e? "Especially the people ... " Even the people you disagree with? "Especially the people 1
lecided to place himself under, to serve under, to go second, but he had an agenda, this
e had an agenda, he had an others first strategy, an agenda that had been given to him by

disagree
wasn't j

ingrained world view, to a new way of seeing everything and everybody. How naive, how pathetic? I mean, what kind
of strategy is that? Okay, let me get this straight, Paul. So this is your strategy, this is never gonna work, you're gonna
submit to and serve people as a way of influencing people? Paul, dude, that's not gonna work. You can't influence
people by serving and placing yourself under them, that didn't work for... It's not gonna work for you and it didn't work
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for Jesus. Well, anyway, he continues, he says this, he says, "To the Jews... " this is very confusi
I became like a Jew to win the Jews." We're like, "Paul, dude, you are a Jew. What does this even
Jew to us. He wasn't a Jew to him. In the first century, he wasn't a Jew. In the first century, he was
Tarsus.

Judea and he blended in with the Judeans who ran the temple, he said, "
temple and have that very specific form of religion and very kind of b
game with them." He says this, "To those under the law, to those under
Though I myself I'm not technically under the law, but I can get

I've learned to play the
like one upder the law.

have the law, though I am not free from God's law." And t i enly his little story
intersects with my story and your story.

0:32:17.5 AS: "Though I am not free from God's law... " Wh
be clear. But I am under... " Let's say this together, "Christ's la i 'm under Christ's law." So let me
get rid of the word Christ and go right to w! . ing. I'm under the law of God's final
King, God's one and only anointed one. i r yourself a Christian, you too are accountable to
the law of Christ. And the law of Chri eed to write it down. There's not 10, there's just
one. You are to love one another as i ou are to love the people around you. I'm to
love the people around me, the w; i hat is the law of Christ.

people in order to win them ov
Christ's law." Here's wh

determine my tone and my posture and my approach. I'm
er, one another regardless of the political views of the one

Come on, The Ecclesia of Jesus. A refusal to, you know, take a political stand was viewed as a, you know, not taking a
stand, but we did take a stand. We took... Our stand was simple. We're not gonna politicize the Ecclesia of Jesus. We're
standing for the posture, the tone and the approach prescribed to us. We don't get to make this part up, prescribed to us
by our king. We're standing against alienating half the people in the United States of America by siding with one
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political party over the other. We chose to stand with Jesus in the lonely, messy middle, rather th
capitulate, to divisive broad brush political talking points.

0:35:18.1 AS: Now, what he... Gotta move on. What he writes next is one of my favori
Testament. I mean, I would 10ve to think that this informs my hvmg, my life, the way

And some of you are great at this, and some of you, this is difﬁcult for you,
temperament, just the way you were raised. But this is an all skate. He sa

0:36:02.7 AS: 1 mean, that's so much trouble. It's so much easier#h j nd yourself with
that... " I love this
statement. So that by all possible means, whatever 1t takes, 4 i : i i ing being left out,
including in his case, being mistreated. And then he lays o i : i
it is, "That I might save some." Now, it's amazing... And I'v i the Apostle Paul wrote
survived the first century. But you know why it survived? It st_ i efused to bend to the prevailing world
views of his day He was convinced as we are, he was convinc ne something new in the world for

0:37:08.1 AS: Inspite of everythin, i . inced and he held... He was convinced, this is
amazing, that he held the moral i i eel compelled to win some thing, because... And
you agree with this. He didn't some thing, because Jesus had already won, which means the world

because when a lo or the church in general, when the church becomes
[ ission.

ied with defending its own rights, rather than advocating for the rights
always... We always look better when we're advocating for other people's
. I'll wrap 1t up with this. Tim Keller makes this extraordinary statement. He writes, "When
no longer seen by the outside world as speaking to questions that transcend or go beyond
» longer united by a common faith that transcends politics, then... " this is what we said a few
d sees strong evidence that Nietzsche, Freud, and Marx were right, that religion, all
3 : lar, that religion is just a cover for people wanting to get their way in the world." Isn't
ar unchurched friends and family members see the church? "Oh, it's just another ideology, it's just another
. They just want their way in the world, they're just leveraging Jesus in the Bible to get their way in the
And Tim is exactly right, when the church is divided and when the church is at each other, and when the church
itself to be subjugated to any other issue and any other thing other than the Gospel, it looks as if we're just
our religion in order to cover for ourselves and get our way in the world.

0:39:30.3 AS: So let's resist that temptation. Let's decide we're not gonna do that. Let's continue to decide we're not
gonna do that. Every time you place your hand over your heart to say the Pledge of Allegiance, basically you advocate
for what we're talking about. One nation, One nation, under God. One nation, but one nation, under God. God first, our
king first, because our ultimate allegiance is to the king, the better king. And here's the thing, and you know this
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because you've experienced it whether you had words or put words around it or not. Our uncom
uncompromising devotion to our better king will ultimately make America a better nation. It will

that's what history actually attests to.

0:40:42.4 AS: Next week, we're gonna talk specifically about us and specifica
two of Not in It to Win It. I'd love to pray for us. Father, thank you. Thank
personally, and something to aspire to as a collection of churches. And F
are like, "Amen, I'm all in," others of us are like, "I have a thousand q
not gonna work and I'm not going there." Wherever this lands with us, g
what would happen if the church united in the United States of rica, ra i that Jesus is the
king, the son of the living God, that Jesus is the king, the son o
lifestyles, our posture, our tone, our approach. We can onl i i mmunities and in our
world. So give us eyes to see, give us ears to hear, give us i
anything, beginning with me, anything that impedes what y
name.
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