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!
Most!Wonderful!

Andy&Stanley&
!
Scripture:&John&20:30–31;&1:4–5&
Idea:!Jesus!is!life!and!light!that!overcomes!the!dark.!That’s!what!makes!this!the!
most!wonderful!time!of!the!year.!!

• Christmas!is!not!the!most!wonderful!time!of!the!year!because!of!what’s!
happening!but!because!of!what!happened.!!

• Christmas!is!not!the!most!wonderful!time!of!year!because!of!who!is!with!us!
but!because!of!who!is!for!us.!!

!
Introduction!
1. I!love!the!Christmas!season.!This!is!the!most!wonderful!time!of!the!year.!I!love!

the!family!gatherings,!the!food,!the!music,!etc.!!
2. But!some!aspects!of!the!season!are!challenging!and!even!painful.!My!family!of!

origin!is!complicated.!We!haven’t!been!in!the!same!room!for!Christmas!in!25!
years.!It’s!complicated.!Uncomfortable.!Dysfunctional.!There’s!so!much!pain!and!
misunderstanding.![Personal&story]!

3. Despite!all!the!drama!and!hurt!feelings,!Christmas!is!still!the!most!wonderful!
time!of!the!year.!But!not!because!of!what’s!happening!.!.!.!!

4. Around!this!time!every!year,!we’re!reminded!that!there!are:!!
• Problems!we!can’t!solve.!!
• People!we!can’t!control.!
• Expectations!we!can’t!meet.!!

5. Around!this!time!every!year,!we’re!reminded!that:!
• I’m!a!problem!I!can’t!solve.!
• I’m!the!person!I!can’t!seem!to!control.!
• I!set!expectations!others!can’t!meet.!!

6. Regardless!of!what’s!going!on!with!you!and!your!family!or!lack!of!family,!this!is!
the!most!wonderful!time!of!the!year.!Because,!unlike!Easter,!where!we!pause!for!
a!day!to!reflect!on!the!most!wonderful!event!in!history,!at!Christmas!our!
thoughts!are!aimed!for!a!month!at!the!event!that!stands!at!the!center!of!history.!PR
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