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Life Apps – Part 1 

 

Application Is Everything 
Andy Stanley 

 
 Well, I’m really excited about this new series. It’s called Life Apps, and for the next six 
weeks, we’re going to talk about five specific applications for Christians out of the Bible. And 
the reason I say for Christians, is if you’re not a Christian or you’re not really a church person or 
a religious person, then this is the great news: You get to come and listen to us talk to ourselves, 
and then if your wife dragged you in here, you can say, Honey, you need to be doing that stuff 
because I’m not one of you, so I don’t really have to do this. Because these specific applications 
are given to us in the Scripture for Christians, but if you’re not a Christian, you are welcome to 
play along as well. Okay? In fact, if you come for these next few weeks and you hear some 
helpful stuff, obviously you can try this at home. You don’t have to be a professional, you don’t 
have to be a Bible reader, you can just do this stuff, because what we’re going to discover 
together for the next few weeks is that really, application is what makes all the difference. 
Believing is fine, intending to is fine, but it’s actually what you do that makes the difference. 
Application makes all the difference. 
 
 The other thing you need to know as we go into this, especially if you’re new to 
Christianity or new to the Bible, all of the applications, all the things that are in the Bible that tell 
us what to do—thou shalts and thou shalt nots—all that stuff that kind of bothers us sometimes, 
all of that stuff was given to people, to men and women who were already in a relationship with 
God. Now, when I say relationship with God, I don’t mean like God created everybody, so 
everybody has a relationship with God. I mean a very, very specific, defined relationship with 
God. You’re familiar with the phrases Old Testament, New Testament; the word testament 
actually means covenant or contract.  
 

So, in the Old Testament we find Old Testament kinds of things, like the Ten 
Commandments and all that stuff. All of those commandments, all of those laws were given to a 
group of people that were in a contractual relationship with God. And in the New Testament, it’s 
the same way. The New Testament is written to people who are in a relationship with God 
through Jesus. So, the reason that’s important, or maybe the best way is to illustrate it this way: I 
never go next door in my neighborhood and tell my neighbor’s kids what to do. It doesn’t work 
very well if you’ve ever tried that. I don’t go next door and tell my neighbor’s kids, Hey, you 
need to be in bed at 9:30, you need to do your homework, you need to be at school early, and you 
need to go to your third period math teacher early, like at 7:30, because you need a little help in 
math. I mean all of that may be true, but it’s really none of my business. 
 
 I’ve never called one of my neighbors and said, Hey Frank, can I speak to your son 
Jimmy for just a second, because I told him I wanted him to be in bed at 9:30 and I just want to 
make sure. Hello? I mean you just don’t give your neighbor’s kids rules. You know why? They 
are not your kids. And so one of the things that’s easy to forget is this: When we open the 
Scripture, all of those rules were given to specific groups of people that were already in a 
specific relationship with God. I guess the primary example would be the Ten Commandments,  


