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the things that are going on in the world today, and I hope that the next few minutes
together. One of history's greatest mysteries, perhaps one o i history is this one, how did a
first century cult birthed in the armpit of the Roman Empir red the armpit of the Roman
Empire. If you were assigned to Judea, you had done somet

0:00:47.0 AS: How was it that a first century ¢ oman empire, whose leader, Jesus

specifically, whose leader was rejected by his o crucified, how in the world is it that it survived and
it thrived in the face of violent organized s did this happen? Or let me ask you in a different
way. How did it come about that a Naz , the church, this is what Christianity was referred

to in the first century by people who i hat is this and how do we make it go away? How did it come

raced by the very emplre that for 300 years sought to extlngulsh it?
Or how is it, for those of you who ha
cross commemoratmg the cr

same conclusion. Yeaggfag s book, Fields of Blood, and I just ran across this quote and I've
pulled it out and I'vefused i eral time 's what Karen Armstrong says about what we would consider

0:02:10.8 A rote. She said, "Against all odds," and that is an understatement. We can't even begin
to imag third century, Christianity had become a force to be reckoned with. And then here's
the gi ot really understand how this came about. Nobody can deny that it happened, here
we are, D e world this happened is one of history's greatest mystery, and we don't know how it came about
unless we pa ention to and take seriously the eyewitness testimonies of the men and women who were there for

entually documented them for the entire world who actually saw them and documented. Now, it's
amazing that it happened, it's amazing really, that sandwich between temple and empire, this little movement that began
in Galilee with again; the Galilee and day laborer we know it was Jesus of Nazareth. It's amazing, we've even heard his
name, it's amazing anything about him survived, but it's undeniable that it did. But what's even more amazing is that
Jesus of Nazareth actually predicted this. Gathered with his guys way up in what we would consider Syria, way, way,
way north of Jerusalem, around that hot Syrian sun, and they're on their way to Caesarea, the region of Caesarea
Philippi.

0:03:30.3 AS: And you remember this. Maybe if you grew up in church and Jesus is saying, hey, what's the word on the
street about me? A question that you should never ask and I should never ask, 'cause you don't really wanna know. But
what's, he's saying, what's my reputation in the community? And you say, well, some people think you're a reincarnated
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